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he upcoming plebiscite on de-

I colonization represents the lat-

est in a long series of initiatives

by the people of Guam to change and 1im-
prove their political condition.

As has always been the case, calls for
substantial change in our governance
have been generated by and energized by
the people of Guam and not by any
group or political institution in Wash-
ington, D.C. If we had waited on Wash-
ington for citizenship, an elected gover-
nor. or lifting the security clearance, who
knows how long we would have waited!

Whether one is informed enough and
ready to vote (or whether the plebiscite
should be postponed) should prompt us
to examine what is really called forin a
legitimate decolonization process.

Referencing developed international
standards, the expected outcome of a de-
colonization process is the selection and
attainment of a self-governing (sover-
eign) political status, based on the de-
mocratically expressed will of the people
under colonial rule. The people’s freely
expressed will is evidence of their self-
determination. These self-goveming sta-
tuses are embodied in independence, free
association or full integration with a sov-
ereign nation (in our case, statehood).

As we look at ourselves in the world
environment, one can only be encour-
aged by the Holy See’s recognition, in
Bethlehem, of the right of the Palestinian
people to a “homeland.” Moreover. Pope
John Paul IT explicitly recognized this as
a “natural right.” He noted that The Vat-
ican has consistently supported “the rights
of all the peoples involved., on the basis

of international law and the re
ed Nations resolutions and declz

The Guam Commission on
nization for the Imple-
mentation of the Exercise |
of Chamorro Self-Deter- | |
mination (Guam PL. 23- | '
147 as amended) has laid |
out a comprehensive pub- |
lic awareness and educa- |
tion plan. Today we have |
completed a conscious- |
ness-raising stage. It was
the intent of this stage
(Phase 1) to generate |
awareness about the de- |
colonization process and |
the Chamorro right to self-
determination. Some ele-
ments of awareness will
continue, but the fact that people
ing for more information is te
some measure of success in
ness about the process.

Beginning in early April, rr
information will become avail
information will come from the
papers of the three status tz
well as from a study on the ¢
pact of all three political status
The information will be widely
nated and available to -an'yanb
sires it. Additionally, the task fc
continue to be a source of infol
and discussion about the status

With more information comes
discussion and debate. Atthis point, '
decisions about the best status for ¢
future will become firmer. The commuss
will have a role in facilitating debate, but the




